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Dear Dr. Char: 

 

RE: Travel Regulations & Follow-Ups 

 

As you are aware, these are unprecedented times for our state. The COVID-19 pandemic has dealt a 

tremendous amount of damage to our state in ways beyond the health of those infected. As we attempt to 

open travel with deliberate speed, we must also take all precautions necessary to reopen travel without 

causing another spike in the infection rate. For this reason, we ask for your expert opinion on matters 

previously discussed during out June 18 briefing presented by your predecessors at the department.  

 

1. Please provide further insight into how pre-flight testing will work and what regions of the world can 

expect to have access to this testing. For example, Japan requires a test in advance of travel similar 

to that of our state. Can you provide an update on the status of discussions with Japan and other 

international destinations and any knowledge you have in the deviation in protocol among the 

countries?  

2. Additionally, is your department aware of what destinations will mandate outbound travel 

procedures like a pre-test or symptom screening? If yes, please provide the following information: 

 

▪ Who is manufacturing the tests? 

▪ What is the cost? 

▪ Will our supply needs be met? 

▪ How long will test results take? 

 

3. Will pre-flight symptom screening be considered on not? 

4. Upon arrival, will symptom screening be required for trans-pacific travel statewide? 

5. What specific safeguards are in place to account for subsequent interisland travel? 

6. Regarding our discussion on the contact tracing app, will incoming travelers be required to 

download the app at the airport? If yes, what is the status of location-logging app development, and 

will other functionality be required of the app? 
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7.   What pre-travel notifications are currently being utilized to make travelers aware of the new   

       procedures at or before the travel date?  

7.  What other specific notifications, if any, are being considered? 

 

In addition to the questions around travel regulations the committee has some remaining follow-ups with the 

department stemming from previous briefings.  During our August 6, 2020 breifing with the department it 

was discussed that pursuant to the grant application submitted to the Center for Disease Control (CDC), 

certain metrics were required to be collected and submitted to the CDC. At that time the committee 

identified those same metrics as being beneficial information to the public at large, and requested that they 

be included in the metrics being made publicly available.  It is our assumption that the department is in 

compliance with it's CDC grant requirements and is collecting this data.  We once again ask that the 

department make the following data available to the committee and public: 

1. Test to result lag; 
2. Test to investigation lag; and 

3. Investigation to contact of close contact (tracing) lag. 
 

The Committee requests that you provide documentation of the requested information by 4:00 pm, Friday, 

October 2. Please email your response to all Senate Special Committee COVID-19 members. Should you 

have any questions, please contact Duncan at 586-6800 or via email at d.osorio@capitol.hawaii.gov. 

 

 Sincerely, 

  

                                    Senator Donovan M. Dela Cruz 

                              Senator Jarrett Keohokalole  

                             Senator Michelle N. Kidani 

                                Senator Donna Mercado Kim  

                           Senator Sharon Moriwaki 

                                   Senator Kurt Fevella 

  

 

Attachment(s): 

     2020-09-11 LETTER to DOH (Proposed Pilot Program) 

     2020-09-03 LETTER to Governor Ige (Proposed Pilot Program) 

     2020-08-21 LETTER to DOH (Follow up to the letter of August 6, 2020) 

 

Cc:  Senate President 
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